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PASSAGE THREE (Questions 5-7) 

A hoax, unlike an honest error, is a deliberately concocted plan to present an untruth as the 
truth. It can take the form of a fraud, a fake, a swindle, or a forgery, and can be accomplished in 
almost any field: successful hoaxes have been foisted on the public in fields as varied as politics, 

Line religion, science, art, and literature. 

(5) A famous scientific hoax occurred in 1912 when Charles Dawson claimed to have uncovered a 

human skull and jawbone on the Piltdown Common in southern England. These human remains were 
said to be more than 500,000 years old and were unlike any other remains from that period; as such 
they represented an important discovery in the study of human evolution. These remains, popularly 
known as the Piltdown Man and scientifically named Eoanthropus dawsoni after their discoverer, 

(10) confounded scientists for more than forty years. Finally in 1953, a chemical analysis was used to date 
the bones, and it was found that the bones were modern bones that had been skillfully aged. A further 
twist to the hoax was that the skull belonged to a human and the jaws to an orangutan. 

5. The topic of this passage could best be 
described as 

(A) the" Piltdown Man 

(B) Charles Dawsons discovery 

(C) Eoanthropus dawsoni 

(D) a definition and an example of a hoax 

6. The authors main point is that 

(A) various types of hoaxes have been 

perpetrated 

(B) Charles Dawson discovered a human 

skull and jawbone 

(C) Charles Dawson was not an honest 

man 

(D) the human skull and jawbone were 

extremely old 


DIRECTLY ANSWERED QUESTIONS_ 

Many questions in the Reading Comprehension section of the TOEFL test will require an¬ 
swers that are directly stated in the passage. This means that you should be able to find 
the answer to this type of question without having to draw a conclusion. The common 
questions of this type are (1) stated detail questions, (2) “unstated” detail questions, and 
(3) pronoun referent questions. 


7. The second paragraph includes 

(A) an illustration to support the ideas in 

the first paragraph 

(B) a counterargument to the ideas in the 

first paragraph 

(C) an analogy to the ideas in the first 

paragraph 

(D) a detailed definition of a hoax 


Skill 3: ANSWER STATED DETAIL QUESTIONS CORRECTLY 

A stated detail question asks about one piece of information in the passage rather than 
the passage as a whole. The answers to these questions are generally given in order in the 
passage, and the correct answer is often a restatement of what is given in the passage. This 
means that the correct answer often expresses the same idea as what is written in the pas¬ 
sage, but the words are not exactly the same. 
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